Editorial gestalt psychology and cognitive film theory. The author starts from a questioning of the assumptions of recent (neuro)psychological film research and, following the works by forerunners of film psychology and visual perception studies such as Hugo Münsterberg and Rudolf Arnheim, undertakes the attempt to explore the perception of cinematic works by the laws of the "good form" (Prägnanz) and "good continuation". She shows that gestalt laws are fundamental in film editing and, in particular, in the technique of scene cutting. Poulaki tries to combine the gestalt approach with the latest dynamic models of brain activity and neuronal synchronization. She concludes that there is a need for a paradigm shift in film research that focuses on transformation rather than on static form, which can accommodate both perceptual and cognitive processing processes in film aesthetics.
The contribution of Michele Sinico Experimentum Crucis in Perception: Why Experimentum Crucis is Possible in Psychology of Perception is dedicated to the so-called "crucial experiment", which Francis Bacon first described in his Novum Organum, then Isaac Newton applied in his famous prism experiments, and finally, Karl Popper raised to the criterion of quality for scientific theories. Basically, the Experimentum Crucis consists in carrying out an experiment during the process of proving a scientific theory, whose failure falsifies or overcomes the theory underlying the experiment. Sinico's contribution examines the applicability of the Experimentum Crucis in the light of the Duhem-Quine thesis, which asserts that for any given set of observations, there is an innumerably large number of explanations. Sinico shows that the Experimentum Crucis is not applicable in physics, but in psychology, it can become an important tool for testing theoretical assumptions, primarily in psychological research oriented to perceptual laws, when these laws are, without any hypothetical term, isolated systems. The article is completed by a case study.
The last original contribution is Steffen Kaiser's and Gisela C. Schulze's paper Person-Environment Analysis: A Framework for Participatory Holistic Research. It presents a person-environment analysis that builds on Lewin's field theory and represents a further development of his person-centered approach. The authors show that a gestalt-theoretical approach can not only provide the framework for participatory and holistic research but also provide the opportunity to capture the subjective views of a person in different contexts, to control them and to justify intervention approaches.
Following on from the original contributions, this issue presents reviews on recent publications (all published in 2017) with high relevance for gestalt-oriented studies: Jürgen Kriz´s Subjekt und Lebenswelt. Personzentrierte Systemtheorie für Psychotherapie, Beratung und Coaching ("Subject and Life. Person-Centered System Theory for Psychotherapy, Counseling and Coaching", reviewed by Thomas Fuchs); Marianne Soff´s Gestalttheorie für die Schule ("Gestalt Theory for the School", reviewed by Brigitte Lustig); Giuseppe Gallis Der Mensch als Mit-Mensch. Aufsätze zur Gestalttheorie in Forschung, Anwendung und Dialog ("Man as a fellow human being. Essays on Gestalt theory in research, application and dialogue", reviewed by Herbert Fitzek).
In November 2017, we had to take note of the sad news that Arno Engelmann, Professor of Psychology at São Paulo University (USP), Brazil, has passed away in his 85th year of life. In an obituary, Gerhard Stemberger dignifies the life and work of the great gestalt psychologist, who has significantly influenced the development of gestalt psychology in Brazil. Readers may remember Arno Engelmann´s contribution Gestalt Psychology in Brazil (together with Nilson Guimarães Doria, Gestalt Theory 3/2007) in this journal, in which the readers were introduced to the noteworthy historical development and now a vivid gestalt psychological scene in Brazil.
The editors would like to conclude by reminding of the successful 20 th Scientific Convention of the GTA, which took place in Vienna from 27 th to 29 th April 2017 and was organized in cooperation with the Ecclesiastical Educational University College Vienna/Krems. A selection of contributions will be published in the forthcoming issues of the journal. The editors would like to inform readers that the next GTA Scientific Convention will be held in Warsaw in spring 2019 and will be dedicated to the theme "Motion -Spaces of Human Experience". The call for papers will be published in the next issue of the journal. This issue is rounded off, after a Call for papers for the planned special issue Gestalt Theory and Philosophy, by the invitation to tender for the Metzger Prize 2019 and the 2019 Young Academics Achievement Award, followed by a Call for application for the 1. 
